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Law & justice: the relationship

Types of disconnect: the obvious and the delayed 

Euthanasia, Physician Assisted Suicide (PAS), 

Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID) and Assisted Dying 

My focus is not primarily on the above, but on 3 broader areas 

Current interest due to events in Westminster

Effect on people with neurodevelopmental conditions



(i) The evolution of assisted dying related legislation 

(ii) The argument for assisted dying legislation

 

(iii) Areas of concern in people with neurodevelopme-

ntal conditions

 



 

An issue at the heart of the debate- 

a tension in the weight afforded to some key 

principles of medical ethics: 

Patient autonomy

Beneficience

Nonmaleficence

 



(i) The evolution of assisted dying related legislation 

❖ Euthanasia, PAS, Assisted dying

❖ Terminal illness vs other causes like unbearable 

suffering 

❖ Adding mental illnesses/ mental disorders 

 









(ii) The argument for assisted dying legislation

 



 

Patient autonomy

Beneficience

Nonmaleficence

 



(ii) The argument for assisted dying legislation

 

Patient autonomy underpins person centred care. 

A physician’s duty is to alleviate suffering. Death in 

these individuals relieve suffering.

 

Self determination therefore is the overriding 

ethical principle. 



(iii) Areas of concern in people with neurodevelopme-

ntal conditions

 



(iii) Areas of concern in people with neurodevelopme-

ntal conditions

 

The burden of history: from Aktion TA4 to examples of ‘silent 

eugenics’, a tendency to normalize the view that the lives of people 

with intellectual disability are less valuable.

The tendency to consider disability itself as the cause of

intolerable suffering. Suffering cannot be assessed reliably. 

Issues like social isolation, housing, and unmet 

healthcare needs being interpreted as intolerable suffering 

that is uncurable. 



Curable conditions may be missed particularly those at the

 interface between extremes of normal human emotion and 

mental pathology. The need for time.

The Estimation of survival is often wrong: 

about 50% in 6 months terminal cases, 

88% in head and neck cases, 

over 50% in cardiac failure.

Data from Oregon and the Canada MAID programme 

suggest cost savings. It is explicitly stated though that this is not a driver. 

Some worries about the spectre of QALY on a larger and more permanent 

 `scale. 



Assisted dying as a right while palliative care is not.

Capacity, consent and coercion

Safeguards have eroded over time: increase in numbers, and increase in 

scope





Arguably, the slippery slope is real. 



Legislation: who decides, who drives, who advises?

Clinicians and their organisations: authority not power 

The need for clarity including clarity over what we don’t know. 
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