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Life time prevalence of fire 

setting behaviour: 1% 

2015-16: Every day 

Over 1000 fires attended by 

emergency services 

20 casualties 

just under 1 fatality 



1. Fire setting 

Behaviour that encompasses accidental or 

intentional setting of fires 

Terms used 



2. Arson 

• A criminal offence where the fire is set 

deliberately and with malicious intent.  

 

• May be with direct intent of harming another or 

with reckless disregard as to whether others 

are harmed. 

Terms used 



3. Pyromania 

• A psychiatric disorder 

 

• Multiple acts of (or attempts at) setting fires to 

property or other objects 

 

• Persistent preoccupation with subjects related 

to fire and burning 

Terms used 



Only half of those with a history of fire 

setting had an arson conviction 



Community Learning Disability Teams: 1-3% 

Referrals to forensic (LD) services: 4-10% 

Forensic (LD) in-patients: 22-25% 

Reported prevalence 

Chester et al (2018), Wheeler et al (2009), Devapriam et al (2007), Hogue et al (2006), 

Enayati et al (2008), Taylor et al (2002), Lindsay et al (2010), Alexander et al (2002, 2006, 

2010, 2011, 2015) 



Younger age: current offence and first 

offence 

Male 

Single 

Characteristics and Risk 

Factors- Associations 

Poor Education, Unemployment, 

Homelessness 



Childhood maltreatment (offence recidivism 

and severity association)  

Paternal alcoholism 

Experience of physical abuse,  

sexual abuse (?) 

Characteristics, Risk 

Factors and Associations 

Social isolation in adulthood 



Personality self reports: ‘Inconsistent’, 

‘Unbalanced’,  ‘Emotionally unstable’, ‘loss of 

control’ and Personality Disorder diagnosis 

(different clusters), Family history link 

Alcohol and Substance Misuse 

Mental illnesses (range), Pyromania, Concepts of 

‘triple diagnosis’ and ‘pure arsonists’ 

 

Medical: Genetic syndromes?and Brain damage 

Characteristics and Risk 

Factors- Associations 

Part 3 orders, Restriction orders 



Key factors for  

repeated  

fire setting 

Background 

characteristics 

Proximal factors  

(immediate vulnerabilities) 

 

5 key  

trajectories 

 

Multi Trajectory Theory of Adult Fire 
Setting (M-TTAF)  (Gannon et al 2012) 



5. Multi faceted 

1. Antisocial  

Cognition 

4. Emotionally  

expressive 

(need for  

recognition) 

 

3. Fire  

Interest 

Multi Trajectory Theory of Adult Fire 
Setting (M-TTAF)  (Gannon et al 2012) 

2. Grievance 



Pre offence period 

Background 

factors 

Early adulthood 

 

Offence  

and  

post offence  

period 

 

Fire Setting Offence Chain Model  
(Tyler et al 2014) 
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